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to. A few days later our agent, who had again been sent to Kargil on business, on his return said he could now tell us more about the sacred places. He had learned on official authority that the lamas, who had been summoned to Kargil by the Wazir, instead of entering a complaint of their own accord against us, had at his command, which they dared not disobey, and at his dictation, sent three or four telegrams to the Maharaja. We asked, 4 Why should the Wazir do this ? * * That is easily ex* plained/ he replied. 'The Wazir is a Swadeshi man, well known to be a hater of Europeans* When I first went to Kargil in May, I was approached by one of his subordinates, who gave me to understand that, if he were to receive a hundred rupees, all would go well with the expedition. I declined to accede to his demand, as he had done nothing to further the interests of the expedition*9
This incident affords an example of the dark and devious ways often pursued by native officials to advance their own interests, and it explained a number of obstacles which were encountered by us but failed to stop our progress, including the desertion of the Kargil coolies on the second day out,